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RECORD SETTING PLANTING SEED EXPORT PACE CONTINUES; 
JULY/MARCH 1986/87 EXPORTS REACH $320.6 MILLION 


TRADE SUMMARY 


Exports of U.S. planting seeds continued at a record setting pace as the 
total to-date (July 1986/March 1987) exceeded $320.6 million, up 4 
percent from the same period of 1985/86. Forage and turf seed exports 
Climbed 4] percent to $69.9 million. Exports of vegetable seed increased 
slightly to $116.9 million and soybean seed surged 54 percent to $21.9 
million... In contrast, corn seed (not sweet) fells 32 %percenturoms somes 
million, grain Sorghum seed 37 percent to $11.9) million, and tree ana 
shrub seed 29 percent to $1.6 million. 


realy Kept the first place position vas a Uns -aiseedmexpomtandigkeiessthicimans 
earned aS CHyicrane Exports ito» Italy = 1nicreasiedim lon mpercen tint on Soa 


million. Japan moved into second place by registering shipments valued 
at $33.5 million, 19 percent over last year. Mexico fells to Ehindueanm 
France to “fourth ~as* “exports, declined 11) percent svandies2/ ss pievecennan 
respectively. Canada and the Netherlands kept their relative positions, 
even though exports to those two countries increased 27 percent and 56 
percent, respectively. Exports to the top six countries represented 60 
KIMeAine Or coud Usso Groores OF PN laMeiNe SEOdS. 


Exports to the European Community (EC-12) increased only 6 percent in 
value over the same period last year to $133.9 million. This compares to 
a 3/7-percent increase last year over a year earlier. Exports tov the 
EC-1l2 which include three of the top six major country markets accounted 
for 42 percent of total U.S. planting seed exports. This compares to 4] 
percent,” during the wsamen period” vast. svearnr. Corn seed (not sweet) 
continued as the largest export item’ ($36.9 million)! even. thouge 
Shipments dropped 33 percent. Grain sorghum seed exports fell by an 
almost equal percentage. In contrast, soybean seed, vegetable seed, and 
forage and turf seed all climbed impressively by 116 percent (to $16.9 
million), 14 percent (to $43.5 million); and 51 percent “(toms tiers 
million), respectively. 


Forage and turf seed exports climbed 4] percent to $69.9 million during 
the July 1986-Marc 8 period. Canada was the largest market with 
$11.6 million (a 39-percent increase over the same period a year ago) 
followed by Japan with $10.2 million (a 5-percent increase), Saudi Arabia 
with $10.1 million (a 233-percent increase; see FFVS-2-87, March 1987; 
for a discussion about this increase), Mexico with $5.0 miguel vomnemmee 
ZU-percent decline), and Italy with $5.5 million (a 94-=pereenE 
increase). In volume terms, Saudi Arabia was the largest market. Japan 
was next with 8,228 tons followed by Canada (5,825 tons), Mexico (4,544 
tons), and Italy (3,681 tons). Shipments to Mexico reflect an impoybame 
decline in unit value. 


During the first 9 months of the 1986/87 marketing year, shipments of 


uncertified alfalfa seed increased 63 percent in value and 73 percent in 
Volume to $3.7 million and 1,685 tons, respectively. Mexico was the 
largest market with 746 tons valued at $1.5 million. Certified alfalfa 


seed export data is still skewed by questionable reports about shipments 
to Saudi Arabia. 


Bentgrass and Kentucky bluegrass seed exports continued to increase over 
the preceding year. Exports by value jumped 72 percent and 42 percent, 


respectively, over last year. By volume, both were 35 percent ahead of 
last year. Clover seed exports for the period were down 2 percent by 
value to $5.2 million yet up 6 percent in volume to 2,811 tons. Red and 
ladino clover seed were up in both value and volume terms while “other" 
clover seed registered substantial declines. Shipments of fescue seed 
increased 25 percent by value and 32 percent by volume to $4.9 million 
and 4,000 tons. Annual ryegrass shipments surged 33 percent by value to 
$4.5 million and 56 percent by volume to 8,999 tons. Perennial ryegrass 
exports recovered some of the declines registered earlier in the year and 
improved to only 7 percent in value and 15 percent in volume below last 
year (compared to 33 percent and 48 percent for the first 6 months, 
respectively). 


Vegetable seed exports increased 8 percent in value during the latest 
July/March period to $116.9 million. Japan became the largest vegetable 
seed market, by virtue of a 23-percent increase in shipments by value to 
$15.3 million, and a 14-percent decline in shipments to Mexico (last 
years leader at the end of March). The Netherlands also surged ahead of 
Mexico by climbing 60 percent to $15.2 million. As stated, Mexico 
diGopped ma tolmchiindye place swith: 1/453) 0 ma 11, on. Shipments to Italy also 
declined (25 percent to $9.9 million), causing it to drop to fourth 
place. Exports to these four markets account for 4/7 percent of total 
U.S. vegetable seed exports during the period. 


Bean seed exports surged 4] percent to $18.1 million, still the vegetable 
seed with the largest market. Shipments to the Netherlands were valued 
ate pom o Min TON. Up smpeRcent trom a yean .eanlier and 36 percent of 
total bean seed exports. Pea seed exports, the next vegetable seed in 
terms of market value, climbed 1T6 percent to $11.1 million. The United 
Kingdom accounted for 25 percent of the total with shipments valued at 
$2.8 million. Exports of radish seed continue to grow faster than any 
other kind of vegetable seed, a 60-percent increase over the previous 
July/March period (compared to a 50 percent increase after 6 months). 
Other vegetable seeds showing increases were carrot seed (30 percent), 
lettuce seed (25 percent), spinach seed (19 percent), watermelon seed (8 
percent), and onion seed (6 percent). In contrast, cantalope seed, sweet 
corn seed, tomato seed, squash seed, cucumber seed, beet seed, and pepper 
seed all registered declines from the same period last year. 


Flower seed exports increased slightly to $7.1 million. France was the 
largest market, receiving shipments valued at $1.5 million, 58 percent 
above last year. Tree and shrub seed exports declined 29 percent to $1.6 
iit) role 


Corn seed exports declined 32. percent to $57.6 million during «the 
9-monthperiod. Italy continued as the largest market after 9 months 
although shipments declined 15 percent in value to $17.8 million. France 
is second with $10.7 million. Bulgaria, a good market last year, has not 
purchased any corn seed during marketing year 1986/87. Other important 
corn seed markets are Mexico with $6.0 million (up 46 percent), Greece 
with $3.7 million (down 32 percent), Japan with $3.4 million (up 66 
percent), Turkey ) with $3.3 cmialiion | Cup J aperncent), siSipiaime: watheabome 
million (down 8 percent), Canada with $2.8 million (up 79 percent), 
Argentina with $1.6 million (up 267 percent), and Portugal with $1.0 
million (up 76 percent). 


Grain sorghum seed exports also declined substantially, 41 percent to 
$17.9 million. Mexico and Venezuela, the largest U.S. markets, were both 
off substantially. Exports to Mexico were off 41 percent by value to 
$3. linomil lion sand4 44 2percent. sini y vollumey tor 4.557 ecomise Shipments to 
Venezuela were off 27 percent in value to $3.6 million and 24 percent in 
volume to 3,465 tons. Due to Mexico's erratic purchasing behavior it is 
unclear what the final exports to that country might be. In the case of 
Venezuela, their import needs now appear to be in the range of 5,000 tons. 


Soybean seed exports surged 54 percent in value to $21.9 and 47 percent 
in volume to 43,635 tons. Italy was the major destination with shipments 
totaling 32,359 tons, valued at $15.5 million, both measurements up over 
100 percent. 


COMPETITOR ACTIVITY 


In Saudi Arabia a new company was recently created to "produce and trade 
inedsicedsi aandmepiliant —staiss ues a2 Its owners include large semi-public 
farming companies and individual farmers. In = thes beginingingi eit ewan 
emphasize wheat and other field crop seeds. Vegetable seeds will follow 
later. When fully operational, this company could seriously disrupt U.S. 
planting seed exports to Saudi Arabia. 


MARKET OPPORTUNITIES 


An Argentine garlic producer/exporter is interested in finding ganlive 
seed Suppliers in the U.S. Southwest or California. Interested breeders 
May contact the Office of the Agricultural Counselor, U.S. Embassy Buenos 
Aires, APO Miami 34034 (TELEX: 18156 ')USICA) ARs (TELEPHONE 9 (ON -S4=a 
774-0962) or this office for more information. 


The U.S. Agricultural Trade Officer (ATO) in Tunis reports that Tunisia's 
planting seed import needs are likely to increase in the next few years. 
Imports in calendar year 1986 were 13,446 tons valued at $8.3 million. 
Potato seed dominates the market at the present “time but “therereas 
increasing interest in expanding production of fruit, vegetables, 
feedgrains, and other crops on land newly opened to irrigation. Seed 
buyers are both government buying agencies and private companies. The 
National Institute of Agronomic Research (INRAT) controls seed testing in 


Tunisia. INRAT requires field testing over three consecutive crop cycles 
Di ON tO) wagicanitinigaaaaipin ovale. for importation and listing——in the 

official seed catalogue. Contact the ATO, 6 rue St. Fulgence, 1002, 
Tunis (TELEX: 14307 USATO; Telephone: (011-216-1) 289-383 or 781-553) for 
more information and possible assistance. 


CHARTS AND GRAPHS 


Chart 1 demonstrates the importance of Mexico and Venezuela to the U.S. 
grain sorghum seed export market. Exports to those two countries are 
down substantially in this marketing year, as illustrated by the 1986/87 
pie chart. The growing importance of Italy as a soybean producer is 
demonstrated by the much larger portion taken by soybean seed in the same 
pie. This is also indirectly demonstrated by the reduced portion 
occupied by corn seed as the expansion in Italian soybean area is coming 


largely in Italy's traditional corn area. 


Chart 2 shows that markets in most regions of the world are expanding at 
almost the same rate as the total market. The major exceptions are 
Europe (principally the EEC), which has grown tremendously as a market, 
and North America (primarily Canada) which has fallen. 


Chart 3 demonstrates the importance of the January/March quarter to U.S. 
exports of planting seeds (and, conversely, the lack of importance held 
by the April/June quarter). Based on performance through three-quarters 
of the marketing year since 1981/82, it is likely that total exports for 
IIo S7/ wilt fall withinwarwange of $375 million to $395 million: “taking 
into consideration the below-average performance during the previous 
marketing year (1985/86), the actual total is more likely to fall in the 
lower end of the range than the higher. Anywhere within the range, or 
even somewhat below it, will still allow the year to end setting a new 
U.S. planting seed export record. 
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A Guiae for Exporters 


Do you need 
information 
about 


@ Overseas markets and 
buying trends? 


@ New competitors and 
products? 


® Trade policy developments? 


@ Overseas promotional 
activities? 


‘=== Foreign Agriculture Foreign Agriculture 


Ten Steps To Merketing Success 


Then Foreign Agriculture — USDA's fact-filled monthly agricultural trade magazine — is for 
you. Based on official USDA data available nowhere else, Foreign Agriculture articles are 
clear and crisp, written to provide the export information you need, in a concise and extremely 
readable form. 


Special information is found in Foreign Agriculture’s telegraphed, targeted news 
departments: Fact File, Country Briefs and Marketing News. And its tables and graphs will 
give you an immediate grasp of what’s going on overseas. 


In addition, periodic special issues—such as the one devoted entirely to the 10 steps to , 
marketing success—will give you a wide range of detailed information about overseas | 
markets. 

If you use agricultural facts and figures in your business, you need Foreign Agriculture. 


Subscribe today! Just $11.00 ($14.00 for foreign delivery) brings you Foreign Agriculture 
for 12 full months. 


SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 


$11.00 domestic (United States 
and its possessions); $14.00 
foreign. Send a check for the total 
amount payable to the Foreign 
Agricultural Service. Only checks 
on U.S. banks, cashier’s checks, 
or money orders will be accepted. 
No refunds can be made. 


Mail this form to: 


Foreign Agricultural Service 
Room 4642-S 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D.C. 20250-1000 


Enter My Subscription To FOREIGN AGRICULTURE 
Please print or type 


Name (last, first, middle initial) 

Organization or Firm 

Street or P.O. Box Number 

City State Zip Code 


Country 


FAS Circulars: 


Market Information For 
Agricultural Exporters 


As an agricultural exporter, you 
need timely, reliable informa- 
tion on changing consumer 
preferences, needs of foreign 
buyers, and the supply and de- 
mand situation in countries 
around the world. 


The Foreign Agricultural Serv- 


ice can provide that information 


in its commodity circulars. 


World agricultural information 
and updates on special FAS 
export services for the food 
and agricultural trade all are 
available in these periodic 
circulars. 


For a sample copy of these 
reports—which can supply you 
with the information you need 
to make sound busi- 

ness decisions—check the box 
indicated, fill out the address 
form, and mail it today. 


FAS-829 (Rev. 1-87) 


To subscribe: Indicate which publications you want. Send a check for the total amount 
payable to the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on U.S. banks, cashier’s 
checks, or international money orders will be accepted. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. 
Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 

Information Division 

Room 4644-S 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Washington, D.C. 20250-1000 


No. of Subscriptions Subscription Rate 
Domestic Foreign 

10022 World Cocoa Situation (2 issues) $ 3.00 $ 4.00 

10003 World Coffee Situation (3 issues) 5.00 10.00 

10004 World Cotton Situation (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 


Dairy, Livestock & Poultry: 
10005 Dairy, Livestock & Poultry: Export 


Trade & Prospects (8 issues) 14.00 22.00 
— — 10006 Meat & Dairy Monthly Imports (12 issues) 20.00 25.00 
—— 10007 World Dairy Situation (1 issue) 3.00 4.00 
— — 10008 World Livestock & Poultry Situation (1 issue) 4.00 7.00 
— — 10009 All 22 Dairy, Livestock & Poultry Reports 41.00 58.00 

Grain: 
—— 10010 World Grain Situation & Outlook (16 issues) 28.00 41.00 
—  — 10011 Export Markets for U.S. Grain & Products 

(12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
— — 10013 USSR Grain Situation & Outlook (12 issues) 15.00 20.00 
—— 10014 All 40 Grain Reports 63.00 91.00 
—— 10015 Horticultural Products Review (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
— — 10016 World Oilseed Situation & Market Highlights 

(13 issues) 27.00 42.00 
—  — 10017 USS. Seed Exports (4 issues) 9.00 15.00 
—— 10018 World Sugar and Molasses Situation & Outlook; 

World Honey Situation (3 issues) 5.00 8.00 
— — 10019 World Tea Situation; U.S. Spice Trade; 

U.S. Essential Oil Trade (3 issues) 5.00 7.00 
— — 10020 World Tobacco Situation (12 issues) 25.00 40.00 
—— 10021 World Crop Production (12 issues) 18.00 25.00 
—  — 10023 Wood Products: International Trade and 

Foreign Markets (4 issues) 7.00 10.00 

Total Reports Ordered Total Subscription Price 


CJ Please send me a sample copy. 


Enclosed is my Check for $ Made Payable to Foreign Agricultural Service. 


Name (Last, first, middle initial) 


Organization or Firm 


Street or P.O. Box Number 


City State Zip Code 


Country 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FIRST-CLASS MAIL 
C. 2025 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250 POSTAGE & FEES PAID 
USDA-FAS 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS PERMIT No. G-262 
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300 


lf your address should be changed PRINT 
OR TYPE the new address, including ZIP CODE and 
return the whole sheet and/or envelope to: 


FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE, Room 4644 So. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D.C. 20250 


HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 


U.S. Seed Exports circulars are issued 4 times a year. They are available on 
a subscription basis for $9.00 in the United States or $15.00 mailed to 
foreign addresses. 


To subscribe, send your check, payable to the Foreign Agricultural Service, 
to: Foreign Agricultural Service, Information Division, Room 4644-S, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250. Only checks on U.S. banks, 
cashier's checks or international money orders will be accepted. NO REFUNDS 
CAN BE MADE. 


HOW TO RENEW 


You will receive a notification about 60 days before your annual subscription 
expires. To prevent a lapse in service, pramptly return your renewal form and 
payment. Inquiries: If you have a question about your subscription, write to 
the above address or call (202) 382-9445. 


*#U.S. Government Printing Office : 1987 - 180-917/60364 


